
Title: 

 

CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL SYSTEMS 

Lecture hours:  20 h 

Study period:  

(summer/winter) 

Winter / summer 

Number of credits: 6 ECTS credits 

Assessment methods: Presence and active participation in classes, familiarization with the 

content of the readings,  engagement in discussion, students 

presentations. Student final evaluation: comparison of the institutions 

of power in three selected political systems (oral exam) 

Language of 

instruction: 
English - Knowledge of English at intermediate level (B1) 

Prerequisites: None 

Course content: 1. 1. Induction meeting (schedule, timetable, assessment criteria, 

prerequisites).  

2. 2. The theory of contemporary political systems. 

3. Review of political systems:  

a) The political system of the United States of America (The 

Constitution, The Executive Power, The Parliament and party 

system).  

b) British political system (The Constitution, The Executive 

Power, The Parliament and party system). 

c) French Political system (The Constitution, The Executive 

Power, The Parliament and party system). 

d) The political system of the Federal Republic of Germany 

(The Constitution, The Executive Power, The Parliament and 

party system). 

e) The political system of Switzerland (The Constitution, The 

Executive Power, The Parliament and party system). 

f) Spanish political system (The Constitution, The Executive 

Power, The Parliament and party system). 

4. Transformation of political systems in Eastern Europe and Polish 

political system. 

5. Comparison of the institution of power (president, queen, king, 

parliament or prime minister) in three selected contemporary 

political systems – final presentations. 

Learning outcomes: Recognising the problems concerning the functioning of political 

systems, making a review of political systems, providing a 

comparative analysis of political regimes 

 

Name of lecturer: Izabela Kapsa, PhD 

Contact (email 

address): 

 

izabela.kapsa@ukw.edu.pl 
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political communication, ed. T. Płudowski, Toruń 2005.  
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